Using a Calculator with Scientific Notation 

When doing math with scientific notation, use your calculator!  

For example: (3.00 x 102 )(2.5 x 106) would be solved as:

Input into your calculator as:

3.0 EE or EXP 2  x 2.5  EE or EXP 6 =

And you should get 7.5 x 108
Round for significant figures at the end. 

Example 2:   
(9.00 x 106) / (4.5 x 102)

(  /  ) means division

9.00 EE or EXP 6  / 4.5 EE or EXP 2 =  20000, which in scientific notation is 2 x 104.  With the correct number of sig figs, it is 2.0 x 104. 

Forget what your algebra teacher taught you with adding and subtracting exponents…learn to use your calculator properly.  It is a piece of equipment you are expected to know how to use correctly.  As chemistry continues, the problems will become more and more evil…you will go crazy if you are trying to add and subtract exponents. 

