Periodic Table  Scavenger Hunt

Students are to work in teams of 3‑5 (no more than 5) people and make a collection of common household substances that contain a form (pure or chemically combined) of at least

· one element from each of the seven main groups (1, 2, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, not noble gases)

· at least 3 different transition metal elements (like gold, silver, iron, zinc, copper, nickel)

· hydrogen

for a total of at least 11 different things. You are encouraged to bring as many different items as you can.  An item may be used to meet only one requirement.  For example, water either meets the hydrogen requirement OR the group 16 requirement, but not both (  A jar of vitamins may not be used to satisfy more than one requirement.   You may NOT bring in: anything illegal, MERCURY, arsenic, flamable or poisonous substances.


Each team member will be given the same grade based on the number of items found and knowledge of the items. All substances submitted are to be common household materials. The best way to start is for each team member to survey his/her home for items by reading labels. Then, discuss how you will organize and display your collection. It is expected that students should not have to purchase anything. 



Display labels should tell the name of the element, its group number and a description of the item. You will turn in your display labels after the oral presentation.  Make sure the students’ names are on the backside of all labels. 



All materials should be brought from home. You may not use items in the classroom.

If you want to be creative, make a theme for your collection. Be whimsical or imaginative.



This is worth 16 points per person. 



The team with the best display/ presentation will get 4 bonus points each!

Student groups must register their members with the teacher within three days of receiving this assignment.  This date is: ____________.  Failure to register will NOT excuse  you from the assignment.   Your items are to be brought in, labeled, on ____________________. You will be given 10 minutes of class time to set up your display.  Be prepared to give a brief, 5 - 7 minute presentation of your display to the class. 



Getz, adapted from T. Phillips 1999


