Forensics website or online information research activity 
Each student will pick a forensics topic to research.  You will have 1 day in the computer lab to do this assignment so you may want to do a little research before coming to class that day. 
· Evaluate each website or pdf file for:

· Ease of reading (1-3 sentences and evidence for your opinion)
· Helpfulness of info to the layperson (1-3 sentences)
· Write a list 10 facts you found in the website- make them interesting and detailed.  Short factoids will not earn a high grade. 
· Be prepared to give a 2-3 minute explanation of the websites’ information to the class. 
· Send 3 statements to your teacher to print off - the three most important things we should know to understand the importance of your topic. 
· If you get info from a site that is not listed with the ones given for your topic, write down bibliographic information for it. 
Forensic topics to evaluate:
If you can’t find enough information for your topic, check out some websites that give general information about a lot of aspects of forensics.  You should research your primary websites first and only use these if you don’t have enough information. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~thekeither/Forensic/forsone.htm
http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/elsi/forensics.shtml
http://agrippina.bcs.deakin.edu.au/bcs_courses/forensic/Chemical%20Detective/evidence_links.htm
http://dsc.discovery.com/fansites/onthecase/onthecase.html
forensic education: http://www.forensiceducation.com/
Topics students can choose with websites they should research/use: 

1. Computer crimes or information technology: http://www.forensics.com/html/resource_case_must_read.html  and http://www.forensics.com/html/resource_case_by_topic.html
2. Court tv crime website http://www.crimelibrary.com/criminal_mind/forensics/dna/1.html  read ALL chapters, not just the first one

3. DNA typing: technical considerations http://books.nap.edu/books/0309045878/html/51.html#pagetop read all of chapter 2 
4. DNA typing in society: http://books.nap.edu/books/0309045878/html/152.html#pagetop  read all of chapter 7 
5. Use of DNA in the legal system: http://books.nap.edu/books/0309045878/html/131.html#pagetop read all of chapter 6 

6. DNA testing: http://www.scientific.org/tutorials/articles/riley/riley.html , http://www.genetree.com/index.asp , and http://www.swabtest.com/on DNA testing- read all pages 

7. how DNA evidence works: http://www.howstuffworks.com/dna-evidence.htm read all pages in the “chapter”

8. A guide for victim service providers: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/dna_evbro/index.html read all pages in the website (A guide for victim service providers)
9. forensic anthropology:  http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/B/bodies/index1.html Read the entire site.  

10. forensic artist: http://www.forensicartist.com/index.html  Read through the pages of the website using the links listed down the side of the main page.
11. forensic document examination: http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/fsc/backissu/april2000/swgdoc1.htm  Read through the entire website focusing on guidelines for forensic document examination
12. forensic entomology: http://folk.uio.no/mostarke/forens_ent/crime_scene_forens_enty.shtml Read through the entire website about forensic entomology (using insects to determine time of death and other information.)
13. forensic nursing: http://www.minoritynurse.com/features/nurse_emp/01-09-03b.html and http://www.psna.org/Career/forensic.htm These sites explain the field of forensic nursing.

14. forensic dentistry: http://www.forensicdentistryonline.org/  Check out the whole website for information on forensic dentistry- bite marks, human identification, and legal issues
15. forensic pathology: http://www.afip.org/ AND  (http://web2.airmail.net/uthman/Autop.html or http://www.pathguy.com/autopsy.htm) Forensic pathology (autopsies)

16. forensic photography: http://www.rcmp-learning.org/docs/ecdd1004.htm  (entire site), http://www.theiai.org/certifications/imaging/ , and http://www.geocities.com/cfpdlab/csphoto.html   
17. forensic psychology and psychiatry: http://www.priory.com/forpsy.htm, http://flash.lakeheadu.ca/~pals/forensics/forensic.htm, and http://home.earthlink.net/~thekeither/Forensic/page3.htm 
18. forensic serology: http://www.nifs.com.au/FactFiles/serology/what.asp?page=what&title=Forensic Serology , http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/blood.html , and http://faculty.ncwc.edu/toconnor/425/425lect13.htm 

19. forensic toxicology: http://pubs.acs.org/hotartcl/cenear/970929/detect.html, http://www.pharmacy.utah.edu/cht/ , http://home.lightspeed.net/~abarbour/vlibft.html , http://workplace.samhsa.gov/M_Level2.asp?Level1_ID=1 , 
20. forensic evidence collection http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/collect.html , http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/evidenc3.html , http://www.fearid.com/fearid.htm ,and http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/csi-collection.html 
21. non-human DNA used as evidence http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Silent%20Witness.PDF
22. convicted in court, exonerated by science http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Exonerated%20by%20Science.pdf , http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Postconviction.pdf, http://www.denverda.org/html_website/denver_da/DNA_Post_conviction.html  focus on forensics and DNA evidence.  If you want to read a couple cases to support information, please do.

23. DNA typing http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Overview.pdf  

24. future of DNA testing in forensics: http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Future.pdf 

25. using DNA to solve cold cases: http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/Cold%20Case.pdf
26. FBI and DNA http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/FBI%20datbasing.pdf
27. DNA databases and civil rights: http://www.denverda.org/legalResource/CQ%20DNA%20Database%20Article.pdf
28. bloodstain pattern analysis http://www.bloodspatter.com/BPATutorial.htm  and http://www.theiai.org/certifications/bloodstain/requirements.html
29. environmental forensics http://www.epa.gov/compliance/criminal/forensics/
30. pollen and spore evidence: http://www.crimeandclues.com/pollen.htm

NOTE TO TEACHER USING THIS RUBRIC- I DID IT TOO QUICKLY AND SQUISHED STUFF TOGTHER HAPHAZZARDLY- I DON’T REMEMBER WHY THIS RUBRIC DID NOT WORK WELL, BUT FOR SOME REASON I RECALL THAT THE LOGIC IS NOT PRESENTED WELL.  MAKE SURE THE RUBRIC MAKES SENSE TO YOU BEFORE YOU USE IT.
Grading for the forensics project:

	Use of time in computer lab
	Ease of reading
	Helpfulness to layperson
	10 facts
	Oral presentation
	3 notes for students

	4 pts: uses time wisely
	6 pts: Student thoroughly explains how easy the website(s) are to use; If there are difficulties with the website, student mentions ways to make using the website easier. 
	6 pts: Student thoroughly explains how helpful this website is to the average person. 
	10 pts: 
Student lists 10 facts that are thoroughly explained. The facts are meaningful and not just chosen because they are easy to write down.  Details are included. 
	12 pts: student speaks clearly and thoroughly explains the topic.  Student answers questions well. A thorough understanding of the material is demonstrated. 
	8: the three notes make sense and are well chosen.  Student emailed the notes to Your teacher for her to print, the night before the presentations (May 6) 

	3
	4.5 pts:

Student explains how easy the website(s) are to use
	4.5: Student  explains how helpful this website is to the average person.
	8 pts: 

Student lists 8-10 facts that are thoroughly explained. The facts are meaningful and not just chosen because they are easy to write down.  Details are included. 
	8 pts: Student does a good job    explaining the topic.  Student answers questions well. 
	6: The three notes make sense and show a general understanding of the topic.  Student emailed the notes to Your teacher for her to print, the night before the presentations (May 6)

	2
	
	
	5 pts: 

Student lists 5-10 facts that are explained. The facts are meaningful and not just chosen because they are easy to write down.  Details are included. 
	6: pts: student explains the topic.  Student may not know  answers to all questions. A basic understanding of the topic is demonstrated. 
	4: The three notes make sense and show a basic understanding of the topic. OR The notes did not get to Your teacher in time to be run off for the presentations. 

	1: goofs off in computer lab.  Even if you can do the research at home, you should use time in the computer lab wisely.
	1 pt: student mentions ease of website use
	1 pt: Student mentions how helpful this website is to the average person. 
	3 pts: 

Student lists 1-10 facts. Details may or may not be included.  Work appears to be done at the last minute. 
	3: pts: student explains the topic.  Student may not know  answers to all questions. A limited understanding of the topic is demonstrated. 
	2: The three notes show a limited understanding of the topic. OR The notes did not get to Ms Getz in time to be run off for the presentations. 

	0: does not use time in the computer lab for this project when given the opportunity. 
	0: student does not mention how easy the websites are to use
	0: student does not mention how helpful the websites are to the average person
	0: student does not mention any facts or the work is too incomplete for it to have any meaning. 
	0: student does not demonstrate understanding of his/her topic. 
	0: No notes for students were turned in. 


Other considerations: If you should have included bibliographic information, but did not – 10 points. 

All presentations are scheduled for May 7 and are expected to be 2-3 minutes in length.  You will be cut off at 4 minutes. 

The three notes can also be three of your facts in your list of 10 factoids. 

Please bring this grading sheet to the presentation day so that Your teacher can easily mark down your points.

This will go in your project grade this term. 

46 points possible
Getz 2004
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